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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 


Dy-^r^ ,-Date 


PARTICIPANTS: President Nixon 

Dr. Henry A. Kissinger, Assistant 
to the President for National Security Affairs 
Winstop Lord, NSC Staff 


PLACE: 


DATE AND TIME: 


Prime Minister Chou En-lai 
Ch'iao Kuan-hua, Vice Minister of 
Foreign Affairs 
Chi Chao-chu, Interpreter 
T'ang Wen-sheng, Interpreter 

The President's Sitting Room Ching 
Kiang Guest House, Shanghai 

Monday, February 28, 1972, 8:30-9:30 a.m. 


(There was some opening pleasantries on the activities of the previous 
night and observations on the city of Shanghai. Prime Minister Chou 
commented that Dr. Kissinger and Vice Minister Ch'iao had met again 
the previous night. President Nixon remarked that they had had an 
interesting talk and that Dr. Kissinger had said he was with the Vice 
Minister; however, maybe he was out on the town. Dr. Kissinger then 
told the Vice Minister that he had to protect him. Prime Minister Chou 
remarked that when he tried to call the Vice Minister and ask how the 
talks had gone, he found that he had already gone to bed and probably 
Dr. Kissinger had gone to bed also. 

President Nixon then remarked that his room was very nice. Prime 
Minister Chou responded that this was the highest floor, although of 
course there was another dining room above it. President Nixon 
commented that he had woken up at 6:00 a.m. that morning and walked 
•on his balcony and looked at the city. He remarked on the skyscrapers 
which he had not realized were in the city. Prime Minister Chou 
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Prime Minister Chou: Because Taiwan is our internal affair, and also 
we have our own efforts which we have to make. We cannot place too 
much hope on the U.S. and Mr. President to achieve this. We can't 
hope that you will do everything. Of course, what you guarantee is 
only final withdrawal, and no support of the so-called Taiwan independence 
movement, and not allowing Japanese military forces to enter Taiwan 
while you are still there, and so on. As for the final settlement, that 
is our internal affair and that is something we must do. 

And then there is another point that Mr." President appreciates, and 
Dr. Kissinger has mentioned. Everything must be concretely analyzed 
and concretely solved in accordance with a concrete situation. One must 
not take a simple principle and use it dogmatically. One must not apply 
it everywhere. That would not be good. P 

President Nixon: What, for example? 

Prime Minist er Chou : That is, we being so big, have already let the 
Taiwan issue remain for 22 years, and can still afford to let it wait 
there for a time. Although the issue of Taiwan is an obstacle to the 
normalization of our relations, yet we are not rushing to make use of 

the opponents of your present visit and attempt to solve all the questions 
and place you in an embarrassing position. 

But as for Vietnam and the rest of Indochina, during the 26 years since 
the Second World War, war has never ceased in that area. People there 
have been bleeding. Therefore we have extreme sympathy for the people 
of that area. We believe they are closely linked with us. We thought of 
using wording in the communique but then we thought maybe there would 
be other implications and so we did not do so. You must understand this 
feeling. Because during the struggles against others, whether Korea 
or Vietnam, our three countries have participated in each other's country 
struggle. Historically, old China has committed aggression against these 
two countries. Of course this was during the times of the expansion of 
the old feudal empire. 

Our assistance towards these countries, toward Korea and Vietnam, 
can be said to have been Unconditional But there is one thing we 
scrupulously abide b^, that is our respect for their sovereignty 
and independence, the five peaceful principles of peaceful coexistence. 
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As Chairman Mao has pointed out, we who have been victorious have only 
an obligation to assist them, but not the right to interfere in their sover- 
eignty. The debt we owe them was incurred by our ancestors. We have 
since liberation no responsibility because we overthrew the old system. 
Yet we still feel a deep and full sympathy for them. 

I believe that it is the hope thht Mr. President and Dr. Kissinger have 
conveyed, that you hope tensions in the Far East will be progressively 
reduced. In this easing of tensions the question of Vietnam and the other 
countries of Indochina is the key point. T believe Mr. President said in 
the toast at the reciprocal banquet in Peking that your relations with China 
were the key to world peace. And we believe that the question of Vietnam 
and other Indochinese countries is the key to the relaxation of tensions in 
the r ar East. We are extremely sad that North Vietnam has been bombed 
in the period just before and during your visit here. To speak frankly, 

I would like to say the U. S. would suffer no losses if it had not bombed 
in that area. But now you have given the Soviet Union a chance to say that 
the music played in Peking to welcome President Nixon has been together 
with the sounds of the bombs exploding in North Vietnam. 

I would like to say in conclusion, to express our feelings, and you know 
that we have exerted great restraint. Dr. Kissinger can bear witness. . 

President Nixon : Yes. 

Prime Minister Chou : . . . that we have exerted extreme restraint since 
July of last year. Yet the key to easing tensions in the world does not lie 
there and Mr. President and I and Chairman Mao all understand that. 

At the time of departing for home, these final words will have a deep 
impression on Mr. President and our other friends. Of course, there are 
great negotiations for Dr. Kissinger to deal with. 

President Nixon : The two buddies. 

Prime Ministe r Chou : And it is very clear that it is due precisely to these 
reasons that negotiations between China and the United States are compara- 
tively easier than negotiations between Vietnam and the United States. 
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Dr. Kissinger; Simply a point of honor. . . I don't believe that, we have 
bombed in North Vietnam while we are here. 

Prime Minister Chou: In the DMZ, the line along the DMZ, on both sides. 

Dr. Kissinger: Not while we are here. 

Prime Minister Chou : Yes. 

Dr. Kissinger: We will check it. 

Minister Chou ; It has already reached Quang Nhin. 

Dr. Kissinger ; We will check. There was an order not to do it. 

Prime Minister Chou : You can find out upon your return to the U.S. 

President Nixon ; On a less serious note. The press has reported a 
statement by Mrs. Gandhi on our visit. 

Prime hiinister Chou ; I don't think that is very serious, and we won't take 
it very seriously. 

Dr. Kissinger; Yes, but. . . 

President Nixon : I don't take it seriously. 

Prime Minister Chou : Although she is so big a state, I think that this 
maneuver is very petty. 

(The meeting then ended. Prime Minister Chou escorted the President 
and Mrs. Nixon downstairs to say farewellsto the Chairman of the Shanghai 

Revolutionary Committee. They then proceeded to the airport to depart 
for the United States. ) 
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